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ERIE COUNTY WATER AUTHORITY
INTEROFFICE MEMORANDUM 

April 13, 2026 

To: Jerome D. Schad, Chair 
Peggy A. LaGree, Vice Chair 
Michele M. Iannello, Treasurer 

From: Michael J. Quinn, PE, Director of Distribution 

Subject: Emergency Declaration 
Sturgeon Point Filter Performance Evaluation 
PN 202600090 

On April 2, 2026, Declaration of State of Emergency was issued to enable The Authority to obtain third-
party engineering services of Hazen & Sawyer (Hazen) to evaluate the performance of the Filters at 
Sturgeon Point Water Treatment Plant.  

During filter underdrain installation, performance issues were identified which may be a result of the 
system’s design. The Authority plans on utilizing the services of Hazen and Sawyer (Hazen) to evaluate 
the performance of the filters at Sturgeon Point Water Treatment Plant. Hazen has engineers on staff that 
have worked on AWI underdrain projects over the last five years and have worked through technical issues 
with them in the past. Therefore, Hazen has been identified as the consultant with the requisite expertise, 
experience and availability.  

This Declaration of the State of Emergency is reported to the Board of Commissioners according to ECWA 
Procurement Policy adopted and approved on April 29, 2024; amended, re-adopted and re-approved on 
April 17, 2025 (Article 10, Emergency Purchases). 
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