
ERIE COUNTY WATER AUTHORITY 

AUTHORIZATION FORM 

For Approval/Execution of Documents 

(check which apply) 

 

 

 

Item Description: 

 
 Agreement  Professional Service Contract  Amendment  Change Order 

  BCD  NYSDOT Agreement  Contract Documents  Addendum 

  Recommendation for Award of Contract  Recommendation to Reject Bids 

  Request for Proposals 

 X Other SEQRA Lead Agency Designation 

 

Action Requested: 

 
 Board Authorization to Execute  Legal Approval 

  Board Authorization to Award  Execution by the Chairman 

  Board Authorization to Advertise for Bids  Execution by the Secretary to the Authority 

  Board Authorization to Solicit Request for Proposals 

 X Other Resolution for SEQRA Lead Agency Designation 

 

Approvals Needed: 

 APPROVED AS TO CONTENT: 

 
X Sr. Distribution Engineer   Date:  

 X Chief Operating Officer   Date:  

 X Executive Engineer   Date:  

  Director of Administration   Date:  

  Risk Manager   Date:  
 

 
 Chief Financial Officer    Date:  

 X Legal    Date:  
 

APPROVED FOR BOARD RESOLUTION: 

 
X Secretary to the Authority   Date:  

 

Remarks:  

 

 

 

 

 

 

Resolution Date:   Item No:  

 

Contract: LA-002 Project No.: 202000178 

Project Description: Castle Hill Pump Station Improvements 
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04/06/2021

04/07/2021

4/7/2021for/L. Kowalski



 

 

ERIE COUNTY WATER AUTHORITY 

INTEROFFICE MEMORANDUM 

April 5, 2021 

 

 

 

To: Terrence D. McCracken, Secretary to the Authority 

 

From: Michael J. Quinn, PE, Senior. Distribution Engineer 

 

Subject: Contract LA-002  

 Castle Hill Pump Station Improvements 

 SEQRA Lead Agency Designation and Coordinated Review 

 ECWA Project No. 202000178 

  

On June 18, 2020, the Erie County Water Authority (the Authority) executed an agreement with 

LaBella Associates (LaBella) for the design of the replacement of the Castle Hill Pump Station 

located in the Town of Aurora (the Project). 

Due to the scope of the Project, the Authority’s Engineering and Legal Departments believe that 

the action is subject to review under the New York State Environmental Quality Review Act 

(SEQRA).  Recognizing the need for certain expertise in the area of the SEQRA regulations, the 

Authority requested input on the SEQRA process from Harris Beach.  The Authority Engineering 

Staff and Harris Beach have thoroughly reviewed the Project specifics, including the attached Full 

Environmental Assessment Form (FEAF) prepared by LaBella, and determined that the Project 

should be appropriately designated as an Unlisted Action, as defined under SEQRA.  As an 

Unlisted Action, the Project is subject to further review under SEQRA.  Attached find 

correspondence from Harris Beach outlining their findings and recommendations as to how the 

process should proceed given the nature of the Project.  

As outlined in the Harris Beach letter and given the fact that the Project has been identified as an 

Unlisted Action under SEQRA, Harris Beach has recommended that the Authority declare itself 

Lead Agency, as defined under SEQRA, and conduct a coordinated review of the Project thereby 

seeking input from various other Involved and Interested Agencies (as identified below).   

The FEAF and Harris Beach also confirm and recommend that the Village, the Erie County 

Department of Health, the Erie County Department of Environment and Planning, and the New 

York State Historic Preservation Office be included as Involved Agencies, as defined under 

SEQRA.  These agencies have been so designated because they need to take discretionary actions 

and issue approvals as so related to the Project.  In addition, the Town of Aurora and the Erie 

County Division of Sewerage Management have been identified as Interested Agencies, as also 

defined under SEQRA.   

Therefore, it is recommended that the Board initiate activity to ultimately declare the Authority to 

act as Lead Agency, with respect to the Project, under SEQRA and begin the coordinated review 
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process.  Moving forward, under the coordinated review process, it will be the Authority’s 

responsibility to submit the design documents along with the FEAF to the Involved Agencies. The 

Involved Agencies will be requested to submit comments within thirty (30) days, and assuming no 

Involved Agency otherwise indicates a desire to act as Lead Agency in place of the Authority, the 

Authority will then be cleared to name itself Lead Agency and to continue its review of the Project. 

The Authority will review and address any comments submitted by the designated agencies. The 

Authority will then, at a subsequent meeting, declare the Authority to be Lead Agency and make 

a determination of significance under SEQRA. This determination will render the Authority’s 

decision relative to the environmental impact of the project.    



LARKIN AT EXCHANGE 
726 EXCHANGE STREET, SUITE 1000 
BUFFALO, NEW YORK 14210 
716.200.5050 

ROBERT G. MURRAY 
MEMBER 
DIRECT: 716.200.5180 
FAX: 716.200.5201 
BMURRAY@HARRISBEACH.COM 

 

 

April 5, 2021 

 

 

 

 

VIA ELECTRONIC MAIL 

 

Michael Quinn, PE, BCEE 

Sr. Distribution Engineer 

Erie County Water Authority 

3030 Union Road 

Cheektowaga, NY 14227-1097 

 

RE: Castle Hill Pump Station 

New York State Environmental Quality Review Act Process  

Dear Mike: 

I have reviewed the Full Environmental Assessment Form (“FEAF”) prepared by the Erie 

County Water Authority (“ECWA”) for the Castle Hill Pump Station Replacement Project situated 

upon an approximately 0.5 acre parcel of real property located within the Village of East Aurora 

(the “Village”) identified as Tax Identification Number 176.10-1-1.11, located along Castle Hill 

Road, Erie County, New York (the “Land”).”  

The FEAF describes the ECWA’s proposed project on the Land involving the 

replacement/demolition of the ECWA’s existing potable water pump station, the construction of a 

new approximately 2,100+/- square foot pump station thereon, the installation of a new 

approximately 375 linear foot water main to connect the new pump station to the existing water 

main on the Land, the acquisition by the ECWA of an approximate 0.48 acre parcel of land from 

the Village (the “Acquisition Parcel”) for purposes of undertaking the project, and the granting of 

an approximate 0.05 acre non-exclusive easement, located within and upon the Acquisition Parcel, 

to the Village for the purpose of providing the Village access to certain adjacent land and facilities 

that continue to be owned by the Village (the “Project”).   

Harris Beach LLP has been retained to review and advise the ECWA Board of 

Commissioners (the “Board”) as to the necessary, sequential steps set forth in the New York State 

Environmental Quality Review Act, Article 8 of NY Environmental Conservation Law and 6 

N.Y.C.R.R. Part 617 (collectively referred to as “SEQRA”) regarding the environmental 

assessment of the Project.   

The SEQRA process is commenced by classifying the action to determine which SEQRA 

procedures must followed.  The first step in classifying the action is to decide whether it is subject 

to SEQR.  Here, because the Project will require several discretionary permits and approvals from 

one or more local/state agencies, it can be confirmed that the Project is subject to SEQRA.  The 

second step in classifying the action is determining whether the Project is a Type II Action, a Type 

I Action, or an Unlisted Action.   Here, the Project is an Unlisted Action. 
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Note that the FEAF has identified the Village, the Erie County Department of Health, the 

Erie County Department of Environment and Planning, and the New York State Historic 

Preservation Office as Involved Agencies, as defined under SEQRA, meaning they are entities that 

also need to take discretionary actions and issue approvals as so related to the Project.  The Town 

of Aurora and the Erie County Division of Sewerage Management have been identified as 

Interested Agencies, as also defined under SEQRA.  Because more than one agency is involved in 

Project approvals, a lead agency must then be established (the “Lead Agency”) as the agency 

responsible for coordinating the SEQRA process with all the Involved Agencies.   

The Lead Agency is typically the Involved Agency principally responsible for carrying out, 

funding, or approving of, in this case, the Project.  Since this Project is initiated by ECWA, ECWA 

would be best position to request Lead Agency status from other Involved Agencies.  Since this 

Project is considered an Unlisted Action, Coordinated Review is not required, but is recommended.  

ECWA, therefore, would propose and undertake Coordinated Review by soliciting environmental 

review from the other Involved Agencies.   

At this point in time, the Board is poised to initiate the SEQRA review process by adopting 

a resolution, at its upcoming April 15, 2021 meeting, resolving to: (i) ratify and confirm the FEAF 

as prepared by ECWA staff,  (ii) determine that the Project is an Unlisted Action, and (iii) initiate 

the SEQRA process via Coordinated Review by circulating Part 1 of the FEAF to the Involved 

Agencies, as identified, above, along with a statement of ECWA’s willingness to act as Lead 

Agency.  Pursuant to SEQRA, the ECWA would state its desire to be Lead Agency and further 

state that, if no response is received within 30 calendar days from other Involved Agencies, it will 

assume the role of Lead Agency.   

Assuming no other Involved Agency desires to be Lead Agency, the Board can, at its 

regularly scheduled June 10, 2021 meeting, via resolution, resolve to: (i) establish the ECWA as 

Lead Agency, and (ii) make its determination of significance as to whether the Project is likely to 

have a significant adverse impact upon the environment.  If the ECWA finds one or more 

significant impacts, it must prepare a Positive Declaration requiring the preparation of an 

Environmental Impact Statement (“EIS”).  If the ECWA finds that the Project will have no 

significant adverse impacts on the environment, no EIS is necessary, and the ECWA can prepare 

a Negative Declaration.   

Please call me if you have any questions or concerns with respect to the foregoing.  I am 

also available to assist ECWA with drafting or reviewing SEQRA resolutions with respect to the 

foregoing.  I would also be available to appear by phone at the Board’s next meeting to answer 

any question.   
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I can be best reached on my mobile phone at 716-208-8328.  

Very truly yours, 

HARRIS BEACH PLLC 

 

 

 

 

Robert G. Murray 

 

RGM:kad 
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}f~cà d̂\�gkcf\�aj̀_�\� _̂fk\ij_pakc_��\w\csrkabfsf̀_h\_a\rjsr\h_̂_cà\c̀�k̂h_kjo_jkf\_a\c̀okf̂hf\f��cocf̀o��\̂��
kf�j̀�̂ ò��\̂̀ �\hjrrak_\_a\f�ch_c̀~\rjsr\h_̂_cà\hfkbcof\̂kf̂h

�����\�àh_kjo_cà\rfkca�\̂̀ _cocr̂_f�
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EXISTING FENCE AND GATE TO
BE REMOVED AND DISPOSED

EXISTING SIGNS TO BE
REMOVED AND RESET
AFTER CONSTRUCTION

EXISTING PUMP STATION TO BE
REMOVED AND DISPOSED UPON

COMPLETION AND APPROVAL BY
THE HEALTH DEPARTMENT OF THE

NEW PUMP STATION
SEE SHEET D101 FOR DETAILS

ABANDON VALVE IN PLACE
UPON COMPLETION OF

NEW PUMP STATION

EXISTING WATER MAIN TO BE
CAPPED, RESTRAINED AND

INSTALL THRUST BLOCKING UPON
COMPLETION AND APPROVAL BY

THE HEALTH DEPARTMENT OF THE
NEW PUMP STATION

EXISTING SIGN TO BE
REMOVED AND RESET

AFTER CONSTRUCTION

EXISTING TEE TO BE
REMOVED UPON
COMPLETION OF
NEW PUMP STATION

ABANDON VALVES IN
PLACE UPON COMPLETION

OF NEW PUMP STATION

EXISTING ASPHALT
PAVEMENT TO BE REMOVED

EXISTING TREES
AND BRUSH TO
BE CLEARED
AND GRUBBED
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