
 

 

ERIE COUNTY WATER AUTHORITY 

INTEROFFICE MEMORANDUM 

August 25, 2021 

 

 

 

To: Terrence D. McCracken, Secretary to the Authority 

 

From: Michael J. Quinn, PE, Senior. Distribution Engineer 

 

Subject: Contract LA-002  

 Castle Hill Pump Station Improvements 

 SEQRA Negative Declaration 

 ECWA Project No. 202000178 

  

On June 18, 2020, the Erie County Water Authority (the Authority) executed an agreement with 

LaBella Associates (LaBella) for the design of the replacement of the Castle Hill Pump Station 

located in the Town of Aurora (the Project). 

Due to the scope of the Project, the Authority’s Engineering and Legal Departments believe that 

the action is subject to review under the New York State Environmental Quality Review Act 

(SEQRA).  Recognizing the need for certain expertise in the area of the SEQRA regulations, the 

Authority requested input on the SEQRA process from Harris Beach.  The Authority Engineering 

Staff, LaBella, and Harris Beach thoroughly reviewed the Project specifics, prepared the Full 

Environmental Assessment Form (FEAF), and determined that the Project should be appropriately 

designated as an Unlisted Action, as defined under SEQRA.  As an Unlisted Action, the Project is 

subject to further review under SEQRA.  Given the fact that the Project has been identified as an 

Unlisted Action under SEQRA, Harris Beach has recommended that the Authority declare itself 

Lead Agency, as defined under SEQRA, and conduct a coordinated review of the Project thereby 

seeking input from various other Involved and Interested Agencies.  On April 15, 2021, the ECWA 

Board declared itself Lead Agent and authorized the commencement of the coordinated review.   

During the coordinated review process, the Village of East Aurora (pump station property owner), 

the Erie County Department of Health, the Erie County Department of Environment and Planning, 

and the New York State Historic Preservation Office were included as Involved Agencies, as 

defined under SEQRA.  These agencies have been so designated because they need to take 

discretionary actions and issue approvals as so related to the Project.  In addition, the Town of 

Aurora and the Erie County Division of Sewerage Management have been identified as Interested 

Agencies, as also defined under SEQRA.   The FEAF was sent to each party to solicit input on the 

Authority’s Lead Agency Status as well as comments on the environmental impact of the project.  

During the coordinated review, the Authority did not receive any objections with respect to it 

acting as lead agency for the purpose of conducting the SEQRA review and more than 30 days 

have elapsed since the Project Notice was transmitted to each involved agency.  As a result, the 

Authority has been installed as lead agency. 

 



To: Terrence D. McCracken - 2 - August 25, 2021 
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Attachments 

cc: R.Stoll 

 L.Kowalski 

 S.Denzler 
CONT-LA-002-2001 
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Following completion of the coordinated review process, the Authority has considered the New 

Castle Pump Station Project and has reviewed Part 1 of the EAF; completed Parts 2 and 3 of the 

Full EAF and considered the other documents and information in connection with the New Castle 

Pump Station Project.  Included as Attachment 1 find a copy if the complete FEAF (Parts 1, 2 and 

3) which fully outline and document the findings.  The Engineering Department and Harris Beach 

have thoroughly reviewed all project SEQR related documents and agree with the findings outlined 

in the FEAF.  It is the Engineering Department’s recommendation that the SEQR process was 

thorough, and the assessment has not identified any significant adverse environmental impacts 

associated with the New Castle Pump Station Project and that the New Castle Pump Station Project 

will result in no significant adverse impacts on the environment and, therefore, an environmental 

impact statement need not be prepared.   

Based on the above, it is recommended that the Authority issue a Negative Declaration for the 

New Castle Pump Station Project and that Leonard F. Kowalski, Executive Engineer of the 

Authority, be authorized to execute Part 3 of the EAF setting forth the Negative Declaration for 

the New Castle Pump Station Project.      
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EXISTING FENCE AND GATE TO
BE REMOVED AND DISPOSED

EXISTING SIGNS TO BE
REMOVED AND RESET
AFTER CONSTRUCTION

EXISTING PUMP STATION TO BE
REMOVED AND DISPOSED UPON

COMPLETION AND APPROVAL BY
THE HEALTH DEPARTMENT OF THE

NEW PUMP STATION
SEE SHEET D101 FOR DETAILS

ABANDON VALVE IN PLACE
UPON COMPLETION OF

NEW PUMP STATION

EXISTING WATER MAIN TO BE
CAPPED, RESTRAINED AND

INSTALL THRUST BLOCKING UPON
COMPLETION AND APPROVAL BY

THE HEALTH DEPARTMENT OF THE
NEW PUMP STATION

EXISTING SIGN TO BE
REMOVED AND RESET

AFTER CONSTRUCTION

EXISTING TEE TO BE
REMOVED UPON
COMPLETION OF
NEW PUMP STATION

ABANDON VALVES IN
PLACE UPON COMPLETION

OF NEW PUMP STATION

EXISTING ASPHALT
PAVEMENT TO BE REMOVED

EXISTING TREES
AND BRUSH TO
BE CLEARED
AND GRUBBED
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Part 3: Evaluation of the Magnitude and Importance of Project Impacts and 
Determination of Significance 

 

The Erie County Water Authority (ECWA) is developing plans for the replacement of a potable 
water pump station located within the Village of East Aurora (Village). The proposed activities 
include constructing a new pump station and subsequently decommissioning the existing 
pump station on a parcel of land at the southern end of Castle Hill Road (Tax ID: 176.10-1-1.11). 
Additionally, the proposed action involves the acquisition of an approximately 0.48-acre parcel 
of land by the ECWA from the Village, for the purposes of undertaking the project. An additional 
approximately 0.05-acre non-exclusive easement will be granted by the ECWA to the Village, 
for the purposes of providing the Village access to certain adjacent land and facilities within the 
project area that continue to be owned by the Village. This approximately 0.05-acre easement 
will provide direct access from the southern end of Castle Hill Road/the entrance to the new 
pump station facility to the existing Village-owned water tank located southeast of the 
proposed pump station structure.  

Equipment including pumps, process piping and fittings, valves, flow meters, and associated 
electrical and process control items will be disconnected and removed from the existing pump 
station and will be salvaged where appropriate. Remaining equipment will be removed and 
disposed of off site. Walls of the existing pump station will be demolished to a minimum of 
three feet below grade. The remaining walls and concrete floor will be broken up and 
abandoned in place. The area will be backfilled with native site soils, and the current pump 
station suction pipe will be capped and abandoned. The existing pump station will be 
maintained and will remain in service until the construction of the new pump station is complete, 
confirmed to meet regulatory and ECWA requirements, and placed into service.  

Additional site preparation includes the removal of approximately 1260 square feet of existing 
asphalt pavement and approximately 3700 square feet of trees and brush. The proposed one-
story pump station, with a basement below grade, will be constructed in this cleared area, and 
will total approximately 2,100 square feet. To construct the pump station, it will be necessary to 
excavate its footprint to a level approximately 14 feet below grade. To meet OSHA 
requirements, the contractor may bench or slope the excavation back to grade. Approximately 
375 linear feet of new ductile iron water main will be installed via open cut construction, 
connecting the new pump station to the existing water main at the site.  

The ECWA has evaluated the proposed project using the criteria for determining significance 
identified in 6 NYCRR § 617.7(c)(1) and in accordance with 6 NYCRR § 617.7(c)(2) and (3).  Based 
upon an assessment of the magnitude and importance of potential impacts, no potentially 
moderate to large environmental impacts have been identified for the proposed action, and it 
is concluded that the action will not have a significant adverse impact on the environment.  The 
principal impacts are positive in that the project will be to construct a new pump station to 
replace the existing to ensure continued, reliable potable water service to the pump station 
service area, which includes approximately 200 service connections. 
 
Responses from the Part 1 EAF Lead Agency mailing that was completed on April 26, 2021 
were received and are attached for review.   
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The following information is provided to document issues where potential small impacts have 
been identified for the proposed action. 
 

3.1  Impact on Land 

In preparation for the one-story pump station construction and water main installation, site 
work includes the removal of approximately 1,260 square feet of existing asphalt pavement 
and approximately 3,700 square feet of trees and brush. The proposed one-story pump 
station, with a basement below grade, will be constructed in this cleared area and will total 
approximately 2,100 square feet. Approximately 375 linear feet of new ductile iron water main 
will be installed via open cut construction, connecting the new pump station to the existing 
water main at the site. Construction of the ductile water main will involve the excavation of an 
approximately 24-inches wide trench, placement of the piping within the trench, restoration 
of the ground surface, and re-seeding of the vegetation. Excavation will not be extensive and 
will primarily occur within Village-owned and partial ECWA-operated lands that have been 
previously disturbed and graded for public water service activity and water tank maintenance.  

The USDA Soil Survey indicates the possibility of encountering a shallow water table along 
the affected project area–approximately 100% of the soils in the project area may have water 
table depths less than 3 feet. The shallow depth to water table may affect construction 
considerations, and measures will be taken during engineering and design to allow for the 
safe and appropriate installation of the waterline within soils within a shallow water table. Given 
the linear nature of the excavation and relatively low magnitude of disturbance that will result, 
no significant impacts are anticipated on displacement or contamination of groundwater as 
well as on overall groundwater levels in the project vicinity. 

Assuming that construction will disturb an area approximately, 4,900 square feet for the 
removal of existing asphalt pavement and tree/brush removal, and an additional 
approximately 9,000 square feet for the water main installation, the total acreage affected by 
the project is approximately 0.3 acres. The ECWA, as lead agency, will require the contractor 
to implement erosion control measures as outlined in the “New York Standards and 
Specifications for Erosion and Sediment Controls” to minimize the impact of the excavation and 
backfill activities and to avoid sedimentation.  Applicable permits for the project will be obtained 
by the Erie County Department of Environment and Planning and the Erie County Department 
of Health.  

 
The pump station and water main improvements are designed to serve existing residences and 
not as a means to stimulate development. The project locality (Village of East Aurora) and 
neighboring Town of Aurora are predominantly rural residential and agricultural and are 
expected to remain so.  The ECWA will use applicable zoning regulations and site plan review 
procedures to minimize any potential growth-inducing impacts associated with the project.   
 
3.5  Impact on Flooding 
 
The project site is not located within a designated floodway, or a 100 or 500-year floodplain; 
however, the proposed project includes a one-story pump station and asphalt paved 
parking/access ways, which will create approximately 0.1 acres of new impervious surface at 
the project site and likely result in an increase of stormwater runoff. The amount of additional 
stormwater runoff that will be created due to this project is anticipated to be minimal and flow 
to existing on-site stormwater management features including a drainage ditch and stormwater 
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piping located to the north and west of the new impervious surfaces. As the proposed soil 
disturbance is less than 1 acre, the project does not require the development of a Stormwater 
Pollution Prevention Plan (SWPPP) per New York State Department of Environmental 
Conservation State Pollutant Discharge Elimination System (NYSDEC SPDES) General Permit 
for Stormwater Discharges from Construction Activity regulations. 
 
In addition, new piping will be installed on-site via open cut construction. New watermain will 
connect the new pump station to the existing water main at the site, and new sanitary pipe will 
connect to existing sanitary pipe along Castle Hill Road. Construction of the new piping will 
involve excavation of a trench, placement of the piping within the trench, restoration of the 
ground surface, and re-seeding of vegetation. Excavation will not be extensive, and the 
ground surface will be restored within a relatively short time. Moreover, as the water main will 
be installed below ground, it will not impede floodwater flows or affect surface drainage 
patterns. No significant physical impacts on floodplain resources have been identified. As 
such, no significant adverse impact on flooding have been identified.  
 
3.10 Impact on Historic and Archaeological Resources  

The project site was submitted to the New York State Historic Preservation Office (SHPO) for 
review since portions of the project are located in within archeologically sensitive areas. On 
June 15, 2021, SHPO issued an Effect Finding with Conditions letter (attached at end of Part 3). 
Due to the status of an old stone retaining wall as a historic resource, SHPO determined that 
site work is acceptable as long as this resource is not impacted. The letter outlines 
preservation and avoidance measures including boundary delineation, temporary fencing, 
and a pre-construction meeting to communicate the need to protect and avoid the wall. All 
avoidance strategies will be implemented throughout the construction period. As a result, no 
significant impacts on this historic resource are anticipated. 

3.11 Impact on Open Space and Recreation 

The proposed project could potentially have a small impact on natural functions or 
“ecosystem services” located within the project area. As currently proposed, approximately 
3,700 square feet of tree and brush is planned to be removed from the project area in 
preparation for pump station construction and associated paving/access features.  

The removal of natural vegetation may result in an impairment of natural functions or 
“ecosystem services” to typical suburban/rural species such as squirrels, rabbits, raccoons, 
woodchucks, chipmunks, rodents, deer, foxes, coyote or birds that may pass through the 
project area. However, no New York State or Federally-listed endangered or threatened 
species are present within the project area, and the proposed project will not induce growth 
or contribute to the cumulative degradation of a natural resource. (woodlands, meadows, 
grasslands, etc.). Additionally, the project complies with the Regional Comprehensive Plan that 
was adopted for the Towns of Aurora, Elma, Holland, and the Village of East Aurora. As a 
result, impacts to ecosystem services within the project area will be small in nature, and will 
not impact any listed endangered or threatened species.  

3.13 Impact on Transportation 

During construction, installation of the proposed one-story pump house and new water main 
will have minor impacts along the southern end (a dead end) of Castle Hill Road. While 
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temporary inconveniences may occur to travelers on the roadway during construction, no 
significant impacts have been identified. Any disturbed area within the rights-of-way will be 
repaired to NYSDOT standards. Construction signage and other measures will be 
implemented to direct traffic around the work area during pump station and water main 
installation.  

To address site accessibility concerns, the proposed action will involve the acquisition of an 
approximately 0.48-acre parcel of land by the ECWA from the Village, for the purposes of 
undertaking the project. An additional approximately 0.05-acre non-exclusive easement will 
be granted by the ECWA to the Village, for the purposes of providing the Village access to 
certain adjacent land and facilities within the project area that continue to be owned by the 
Village. This approximately 0.05-acre easement will provide direct access from the southern 
end of Castle Hill Road/the entrance to the new pump station facility to the existing Village-
owned water tank located southeast of the proposed pump station structure.  

3.15 Impact on Noise, Odor and Light  

The proposed project could potentially have an impact on noise and light in the community 
as a result of construction activities and the proposed project features. No impacts on odor 
are anticipated.  

Noise 

Backup beepers on trucks, operating work vehicles, equipment transport and installation, and 
other related activities will likely produce above average noise levels at the project site during 
construction. However, construction activities will be completed over 6-9 months. Any 
impacts on noise will be temporary in nature and short in duration based on these types of 
activities. As such, no large impacts are anticipated. 

Light 
Wall pack light features are planned to be installed on each face of the proposed pump 
station (approximately 4 wall packs). The exact location and height of the lighting fixtures have 
not been determined at this point in design. However, the lighting will be dark sky compliant. 
Additionally, existing trees and brush are planned to be cleared and grubbed in the location 
of the proposed pump station. However, the area of the proposed pump station is surrounded 
by additional vegetation. As such, natural barriers surrounding the site of the proposed project 
will act as a light barrier/screen. Therefore, no large impacts are anticipated.  
 
3.17 Consistency with Community Plans 

The proposed project is in contrast to the existing nearby properties, which include residential 
and vacant land, located within the Estate/Large Lot Residential Zone, as designated by the 
Regional Comprehensive Plan for the Towns of Aurora, Elma, Holland, and Wales, and the 
Village of East Aurora. However, the project parcel is zoned Undeveloped/Open Space. 
Based on the review of aerial photography and Erie County Interactive Mapping Viewer, the 
proposed project area will remain surrounded by trees and brush. As a result of the natural 
barrier, no adverse impacts to viewshed are anticipated as a result of the proposed project. 
Additionally, review of the Regional Comprehensive Plan indicates that the project site is 
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located outside of revitalization areas or areas designated for commercial and industrial uses 
as designated by the County.  

It is not anticipated that the proposed action will induce significant new growth or promote 
development within the designated rural residential areas. The purpose of this project is to 
ensure continued, reliable potable water service to the pump station service area, which 
includes approximately 200 service connections. 
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SEQRA 
Castle Hill Pump Station Replacement Project 
Castle Hill Road (Tax ID: 176.10-1-1.11), East Aurora, Erie County, NY 
21PR03536 

 

        

 

Dear Allison Koch: 
 

        

Thank you for requesting the comments of the Division for Historic Preservation of the Office of 
Parks, Recreation, and Historic Preservation (OPRHP) as part of your SEQRA process. These 
comments are those of OPRHP and relate only to Historic/Cultural resources. They do not 
include potential environmental impacts to New York State Parkland that may be involved in or 
near your project. Such impacts must be considered as part of the environmental review of the 
project pursuant to the State Environmental Quality Review Act (New York Environmental 
Conservation Law Article 8) and its implementing regulations (6 NYCRR Part 617). 
 
We have reviewed the provided documentation. Based on this review, OPRHP has no concerns 
for archaeological or built historical resources, with the condition that the “Old Stone Retaining 
Wall” identified on the property and associated with a former reservoir will not be impacted. We 
recommend that the following Preservation and Avoidance Measures be implemented during 
construction: 
 

• The site(s) boundary (including a fifty-foot (50-ft) buffer zone) will be clearly 
delineated on the final construction plans and identified as “Environmentally Sensitive 
Area—No Access.”    
 
• Temporary fencing shall be installed around the boundary of the avoidance area 
prior to any clearing or construction activities within the APE and shall be maintained 
until all construction has ceased. 
 
• A pre-construction meeting with the construction contractor(s) is to be required to 
notify those in charge of the requirements to protect and avoid the archaeological site(s). 

 
Please be aware that if this project will involve state or federal permits, funding, or licenses, it 
may be subject to a more rigorous review by those agencies and this office for impacts to 
historic and archaeological resources under Section 106 of the National Historic Preservation 
Act or Section 14.09 of NYS Parks Recreation and Historic Preservation Law. 
 
            …2 
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Allison Koch 
June 15, 2021 
Page 2. 
 
If further correspondence is required regarding this project, please refer to the OPRHP Project 
Review (PR) number noted above. If you have any questions, I can be reached via e-mail at 
Josalyn.Ferguson@parks.ny.gov.   
 
Sincerely, 

 
Josalyn Ferguson, Ph.D. 
Scientist Archaeology         via email only 
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Item Description: 

 
 Agreement  Professional Service Contract  Amendment  Change Order 

  BCD  NYSDOT Agreement  Contract Documents  Addendum 

  Recommendation for Award of Contract  Recommendation to Reject Bids 

  Request for Proposals 

 X Other SEQRA Negative Declaration 

 

Action Requested: 

 
 Board Authorization to Execute  Legal Approval 

  Board Authorization to Award  Execution by the Chairman 

  Board Authorization to Advertise for Bids  Execution by the Secretary to the Authority 

  Board Authorization to Solicit Request for Proposals 

 X Other Resolution for Adopting a SEQRA Negative Declaration 

 

Approvals Needed: 

 APPROVED AS TO CONTENT: 

 
X Sr. Distribution Engineer   Date:  

 X Chief Operating Officer   Date:  

 X Executive Engineer   Date:  

  Director of Administration   Date:  

  Risk Manager   Date:  
 

 
 Chief Financial Officer    Date:  

 X Legal    Date:  
 

APPROVED FOR BOARD RESOLUTION: 

 
X Secretary to the Authority   Date:  

 

Remarks:  

 

 

 

 

 

 

Resolution Date:   Item No:  

 

Contract: LA-002 Project No.: 202000178 

Project Description: Castle Hill Pump Station Improvements 
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