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Ellicott Square Lease Modification 
______________________________________________________________________________ 

On November 26,  1990, the Erie County Water Authority (the “Authority”) entered into 
a Lease and Lease Modification Agreements dated May 3, 1991, September 8, 1993, July 16, 
1997, May 7, 2002, May 17, 2007, April 30, 2012, and April 6, 2017 (hereinafter referred to 
collectively as the “Lease”) covering certain space and premises in the Ellicott Square Building. 
In anticipation of the Lease termination date of April 30, 2022, General Counsel has been 
negotiating new lease terms with the Landlord.  

The Board has previously indicated it  wishes to pursue the possibility of acquiring 
property for the purpose of erecting a building that will allow the Authority to combine all 
Authority staff at one location rather than the two present separate facilities of the Service Center 
and Ellicott Square Building. It is anticipated the entire process of procuring land, erecting a 
building, and relocating staff could take several years.  

It is recommended that the Lease be extended for an additional five (5) years 
commencing May 2, 2022, and terminating April 30, 2027, with the Authority having the option 
to terminate the Lease without penalty, effective as of April 30, 2025, or April 30, 2026, upon 
providing six (6) months prior written notice. This will give the Authority the potential time 
needed to complete the entire relocation process while also providing an early termination of the 
lease without penalty to the Authority should the relocation process be completed earlier than 
anticipated. The Lease also provides for several improvements to the Leased Premises to be 
performed by the Landlord as outlined in Exhibit “B” of the Lease. 

With the support of the Executive Staff, it is  recommended to the Board to approve and 
authorize extending the Lease for the additional 5 years. A resolution modifying the Lease is on 
the November 10, 2021 Board meeting for your authorization.  
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