ERIE COUNTY WATER AUTHORITY
INTEROFFICE MEMORANDUM

To: Jerome D. Schad, Chair
Peggy A. LaGree, Vice Chair
Michele M. Iannello, Treasurer

Cc: Jennifer L. Hibit, Secretary to the Authority
Joyce A. Tomaka, Chief Financial Officer
Charles E. Eaton, Chief Operating Officer
Leonard F. Kowalski, Executive Engineer

From: Mark S. Carney, General Counsel
Date: May 11, 2026
Subject: Appletree Business Park Lease

Approximately 25,324 Square Feet
Location: 2875 Union Road, Cheektowaga New York 14227
SEQRA-Negative Declaration

On or about March 19, 2026, the Board authorized entering into a Letter of Intent for the lease of
the above property.

This lease shall involve moving the current Ellicott Square Building complex to the Union Road
site, as well as a build out of office space suitable to house the Erie County Water Authority Call
Center & Administrative offices.

Recognizing the need for certain expertise in the area of the SEQRA Regulations, and consistent
with the process followed on previous projects, the authority has requested the expertise of the
set of the SRQR process from Harris Beach LLC.

Harris Beach & Authority Personal have thoroughly reviewed the project’s specifics and
prepared the Environmental Assessment Form and, with input from the Authority, as well as
Harris Beach, it has been determined that the project should be appropriately designated as
Unclassified Action Under 6 NYCRR PART 617.

That based upon the review of the Authority and Harris Beach of the EAF the Authority finds
that project will not have significant impacts to air, surface, or ground water quality, and will
have no adverse effect on any existing traffic levels, as the site is served by public transportation,
additionally it will have no impact on vegetation or fauna or any natural resources which is not
within or adjacent to any critical environmental areas. The project is consistent with the
municipality’s comprehensive plan, and will cause no human health hazards, will not result in
the attraction of a great many people to the site and there are no project related considerably
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cumulatively impacts, will cause no human health hazards, will not result in the attraction of a
large number of people to this sight, and there no project related cumulative impacts, or other
related actions, that when considered cumulatively, will cause a substantial adverse impact to the

following:
1. Any construction related impacts shall be short term and do not have a significant
magnitude or affect,
2. The project will “not have a significant impact on the environment”
3. As such quoted term as define by SEQRA
4. No environmental impact statement group

Based upon the above it is recommended to the Authority issue a negative declaration for the
project, utilizing the resolution prepared by Harris Beach, a copy of which is contained herein.

MSC:mes
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ERIE COUNTY WATER AUTHORITY
AUTHORIZATION FORM
For Approval/Execution of Board Meeting Documents

Document Name: Project No.:

Description: Requestor a NegativeDeclaratiorfor SEQRAlocatedat AppletreeBusinessPark

Item Description:

Choose one: Agreement
Other:
-
Action Requested:
Choose one BoardApproval
Other:
|
Approvals Required:
APPROVED AS TO CONTENT:
Chief Financial Officer Ny [ Date:
U Ichief Operating Officer r/ ( (/i [f( [ ( 1? Date: 05/11/2026
Claims Rep. — Risk Manager Date:
Comptroller Date:
Director of Administration Date:
Director of Distribution Date:
irector of Human Resources Date:
Director of IT Date:
Sr. Director of Operations & Infra Date:
irector of Planning & Water Supply Date:
irector of Production Date:
irector of Water Quality / NIV a1/ Date:
xecutive Engineer JW"{ ‘A/P el Date:  05/11/2026
U iGeneral Counsel (Legal) ’W' Cﬁ/)/béq Date:  05/11/2026
ther: / Date:
APPROVED FOR BOARD RESOLUTION:

Secretary to the Authority A,:;Z\( M Date:  05/11/2026
;/ N L

Remarks:

Resolution Date: Item No:




Short Environmental Assessment Form
Part 1 - Project Information

Instructions for Completing

Part 1 — Project Information. The applicant or project sponsor is responsible for the completion of Part 1. Responses become part of the
application for approval or funding, are subject to public review, and may be subject to further verification. Complete Part 1 based on
information currently available. If additional research or investigation would be needed to fully respond to any item, please answer as
thoroughly as possible based on current information.

Complete all items in Part 1. You may also provide any additional information which you believe will be needed by or useful to the
lead agency; attach additional pages as necessary to supplement any item.

Part 1 — Project and Sponsor_Information

Name of Action or Project:
Lease of Property Located at AppleTree Business Park

Project Location (describe, and attach a location map):
2875 Union Road, Cheektowaga, NY 14227

Brief Description of Proposed Action:

Lease of approximately 25,324 square feet of office space located within the AppleTree Business Park for the conduct and operation of corporate
offices and ancillary services related thereto.

Name of Applicant or Sponsor: Telephone: (716) 849-8484

Erie County Water Authority

E-Mail: Ikowalski@ecwa.org

Address:
3030 Union Road
City/PO: State: Zip Code:
Cheektowaga New York 14227-1097
1. Does the proposed action only involve the legislative adoption of a plan. local law. ordinance, NO YES
administrative rule, or requlation?
If Yes, attach a narrative description of the intent of the proposed action and the environmental resources that @ |:|
may be affected in the municipality and proceed to Part 2. If no, continue to question 2.
2. _Does the proposed action reguire a permit, approval or funding from any other government Agency? NO YES
If Yes, list agency(s) name and permit or approval: @ I:l
3. a. Total acreage of the site of the proposed action? 0 acres
b. Total acreage to be physically disturbed? 0 acres
c. Total acreage (project site and any contiguous properties) owned
or controlled by the applicant or project sponsor? O acres

4. Check all land uses that occur on, are adjoining or near the proposed action:

5. [ Urban [] Rural (non-agriculture) [0 ndustrial [0 Commercial [ Residential (suburban)
1 Forest [] Agriculture [] Aquatic [] Other(Specify):
[ Parkland
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http://www.dec.ny.gov/permits/90156.html
http://www.dec.ny.gov/permits/90178.html
http://www.dec.ny.gov/permits/90533.html
http://www.dec.ny.gov/permits/90533.html
http://www.dec.ny.gov/permits/90380.html
http://www.dec.ny.gov/permits/90372.html
http://www.dec.ny.gov/permits/90372.html
http://www.dec.ny.gov/permits/90372.html
http://www.dec.ny.gov/permits/90372.html
http://www.dec.ny.gov/permits/90390.html

5. Is the proposed action,

N/A

a. A permitted use under the zoning regulations?

b. Consistent with the adopted comprehensive plan?

LIC]] 8

L1

6. Is the proposed action consistent with the predominant character of the existing built or natural landscape?

<

ES

B

7. Is the site of the proposed action located in, or does it adjoin, a state listed Critical Environmental Area?

If Yes, identify:

<
2]

E

[]

8. a. Will the proposed action result in a substantial increase in traffic above present levels?

b.  Are public transportation services available at or near the site of the proposed action?

c.  Are any pedestrian accommodations or bicycle routes available on or near the site of the proposed
action?

<
w

E

==l

9. Does the proposed action meet or exceed the state energy code requirements?

If the proposed action will exceed requirements, describe design features and technologies:

5 U0=8| ]3| L |3|EE] &

<

ES

[]

10. Will the proposed action connect to an existing public/private water supply? NO | YES

If No, describe method for providing potable water: |:| @

11. Will the proposed action connect to existing wastewater utilities? NO | YES
If No, describe method for providing wastewater treatment:

12. a. Does the project site contain, or is it substantially contiguous to, a building, archaeological site, or district NO | YES

which is listed on the National or State Register of Historic Places, or that has been determined by the
Commissioner of the NYS Office of Parks, Recreation and Historic Preservation to be eligible for listing on the
State Register of Historic Places?

b. Is the project site, or any portion of it, located in or adjacent to an area designated as sensitive for
archaeological sites on the NY State Historic Preservation Office (SHPO) archaeological site inventory?

13. a. Does any portion of the site of the proposed action, or lands adjoining the proposed action, contain
wetlands or other waterbodies regulated by a federal, state or local agency?

b. Would the proposed action physically alter, or encroach into, any existing wetland or waterbody?

If Yes, identify the wetland or waterbody and extent of alterations in square feet or acres:

YES

L=

Page 2 of 3



http://www.dec.ny.gov/permits/90444.html
http://www.dec.ny.gov/permits/90444.html
http://www.dec.ny.gov/permits/90449.html
http://www.dec.ny.gov/permits/90454.html
http://www.dec.ny.gov/permits/90470.html
http://www.dec.ny.gov/permits/90492.html
http://www.dec.ny.gov/permits/90497.html
http://www.dec.ny.gov/permits/90507.html
http://www.dec.ny.gov/permits/90517.html
http://www.dec.ny.gov/permits/90517.html

14. Identify the typical habitat types that occur on, or are likely to be found on the project site. Check all that apply:

[IShoreline [] Forest [_] Agricultural/grasslands [_] Early mid-successional
[CJwetland [] Urban [] Suburban

15. Does the site of the proposed action contain any species of animal, or associated habitats, listed by the State or
Federal government as threatened or endangered?

<

ES

[]

16. s the project site located in the 100-year flood plan?

<

ES

[]

a.  Will storm water discharges flow to adjacent properties?

b.  Will storm water discharges be directed to established conveyance systems (runoff and storm drains)?
If Yes, briefly describe:

<

ES

18. Does the proposed action include construction or other activities that would result in the impoundment of water NO | YES
or other liquids (e.qg., retention pond, waste lagoon, dam)?
If Yes, explain the purpose and size of the impoundment: @ |:|
19. Has the site of the proposed action or an adjoining property been the location of an active or closed solid waste NO | YES
management facility?
If Yes, describe: @ |:|
20.Has the site of the proposed action or an adjoining property been the subject of remediation (ongoing or NO | YES

completed) for hazardous waste?

If Yes, describe:

There is a Voluntary Cleanup Program site on Williams Street for remediation and removal of underground storage tanks (Buffalo

Beverage Co.)

[]

| CERTIFY THAT THE INFORMATION PROVIDED ABOVE IS TRUE AND ACCURATE TO THE BEST OF

MY KNOWLEDGE

Applicant/sponsor/name: Date:

Signature: Title:
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http://www.dec.ny.gov/permits/90194.html
http://www.dec.ny.gov/permits/90545.html
http://www.dec.ny.gov/permits/90545.html
http://www.dec.ny.gov/permits/90565.html
http://www.dec.ny.gov/permits/90575.html
http://www.dec.ny.gov/permits/90580.html
http://www.dec.ny.gov/permits/90580.html
http://www.dec.ny.gov/permits/90585.html
http://www.dec.ny.gov/permits/90585.html
http://www.dec.ny.gov/permits/90590.html
http://www.dec.ny.gov/permits/90590.html
http://www.dec.ny.gov/permits/90595.html
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project sponsors and reviewing agencies in preparing an environmental
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the EAF Mapper provides the most up-to-date digital data available to
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Part 1 / Question 7 [Critical Environmental No
Area]
Part 1 / Question 12a [National or State No
Register of Historic Places or State Eligible
Sites]

Yes

Part 1 / Question 12b [Archeological Sites]

Part 1 / Question 13a [Wetlands or Other
Regulated Waterbodies]

Yes - Digital mapping information on local, New York State, and federal
wetlands and waterbodies is known to be incomplete. Refer to the EAF

Workbook.
Part 1 / Question 15 [Threatened or No
Endangered Animal]
Part 1 / Question 16 [100 Year Flood Plain] No

Yes

Part 1 / Question 20 [Remediation Site]

Short Environmental Assessment Form - EAF Mapper Summary Report
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