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MINUTES of the MEETING of the ERIE COUNTY WATER AUTHORITY held in 
the office, 295 Main Street, Room 350, Buffalo, New York, on the 25th day of January, 2018. 
 
PRESENT: Robert Anderson, Chairman  
  Jerome D. Schad, Vice Chairman  
  Karl J. Simmeth, Jr., Treasurer   
  Robert J. Lichtenthal, Jr., Deputy Director  
  Joseph T. Burns, Secretary to the Authority 
  Earl Jann, Executive Director  
  Terrence McCracken, Deputy Administrative Director  
  Russell Stoll, Executive Engineer 
  Paul Riester, Director of Administration  
  Karen Prendergast, Comptroller  
  Daniel NeMoyer, Director of Human Resources  
  Steven D’Amico, Business Office Manager 
  Jacqueline Mattina, Deputy Associate Attorney  
  Darlene Sikorski-Petritz, Deputy Associate Attorney  

Richard Planavsky, Chief Business Officer Manager/Budget Director 
  John Mogavero, Chemist/Chief WTPO  
  Paul Whittam, Director of Water Quality 
  
ATTENDEES:   Sean Dwyer  
   Mike Wymer  
     
 
CALL TO ORDER 
 
PLEDGE TO THE FLAG 
 
I. - ROLL CALL 
 
II. - READING OF MINUTES 
 

Motion by Mr. Simmeth seconded by Mr. Schad and carried to waive the reading of the 
Minutes of the Meeting held on Thursday, January 11, 2018. 
 
III. - APPROVAL OF MINUTES 

 
Motion by Mr. Simmeth seconded by Mr. Schad and carried to approve the Minutes of 

the Meeting held on Thursday, January 11, 2018. 
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IV. - REPORTS  
 

A)  SECRETARY 
B)  LEGAL 
C)  FISCAL 
D)  OPERATIONS 
E)  HUMAN RESOURCES 
F)   AUDIT COMMITTEE  

  G)  GOVERNANCE COMMITTEE  
  H)  FINANCE COMMITTEE 
 
 
V.   - COMMUNICATIONS AND BILLS 
 
ITEM 1 - Master Purchase Order Releases, Purchase Orders and Purchase Order Amendments: 
 
 Motion by Mr. Simmeth seconded by Mr. Schad and carried to approve for payment of 
Master Purchase Order Nos., Purchase Order Nos. and Purchase Order Amendments as attached 
after certification by the Comptroller that the orders are in accordance with the quotations and 
that the Director of Administration be authorized to execute the above and all associated 
documents after certifying that they are in conformity with applicable laws and the Authority’s 
By-Laws and Purchasing Guidelines, Policies and Procedures. 
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VI. - UNFINISHED BUSINESS (NONE) 
 
 
VII. - NEW BUSINESS (RESOLUTIONS 2-12) 
 
ITEM 2 - FINAL ACCEPTANCE OF PROJECT WITH NEW YORK STATE 

INDUSTRIES FOR THE DISABLED FOR LANDSCAPING, GROUND 
IMPROVEMENTS AND MAINTENANCE OF PROPERTIES OF THE ERIE 
COUNTY WATER AUTHORITY ERIE COUNTY, NEW YORK FROM 
APRIL 1, 2015 TO NOVEMBER 15, 2017, PROJECT NO. 201500001, 
CONTRACT NO. 15-05-03 - $39,982.70 

 
Motion by Mr. Simmeth seconded by Mr. Schad 

 
WHEREAS, Heretofore and on the 8th day of January, 2015, the Erie County Water 

Authority ("Authority") entered into a contract with New York State Industries for the Disabled  
for Landscaping, Ground Improvements and Maintenance of Properties of the Erie County Water 
Authority, Erie County, New York from April 15, 2015 to November 15, 2017, identified as 
Contract No. 15-05-03; and 
 

WHEREAS, New York State Industries for the Disabled has submitted a final invoice in 
the amount of $39,982.70; and 
 

WHEREAS, Russell J. Stoll, Executive Engineer recommends acceptance of said 
project; 
 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED: 
 

That the above project is hereby accepted by the Authority as of the date hereof. 
 

Ayes: Three; Commrs. Anderson, Schad and Simmeth 
Noes: None 
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ITEM 3 - FINAL ACCEPTANCE OF PROJECT WITH MOLLENBERG-BETZ, INC. 
FOR HEATING, VENTILATING, AND AIR CONDITIONING SERVICE 
AND PREVENTATIVE MAINTENANCE WORK WITHIN THE ERIE 
COUNTY WATER AUTHORITY’S FACILITIES FOR A TWO YEAR 
PERIOD FROM JULY 1, 2015 THROUGH JUNE 30, 2017, PROJECT NO. 
201500035, CONTRACT NO. 15-09-06 - $12,090.27 

 
Motion by Mr. Simmeth seconded by Mr. Schad 

 
WHEREAS, Heretofore and on the 28th day of May, 2015, the Erie County Water 

Authority ("Authority") entered into a contract with Mollenberg-Betz, Inc. for heating, 
ventilating, and air conditioning service and preventative maintenance work within the Erie 
County Water Authority’s facilities for a two year period from July 1, 2015 through June 30, 
2017, identified as Contract No. 15-09-06; and 
 

WHEREAS, Mollenberg-Betz, Inc. has submitted a final invoice in the amount of 
$12,090.27; and 
 

WHEREAS, Russell J. Stoll, Executive Engineer recommends acceptance of said 
project; 
 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED: 
 

That the above project is hereby accepted by the Authority as of the date hereof. 
 

Ayes: Three; Commrs. Anderson, Schad and Simmeth 
Noes: None 

 
ITEM 4 - AUTHORIZATION TO SOLICIT REQUESTS FOR PROPOSALS 
                 FOR UNDERWRITING SERVICES  
 

Motion by Mr. Simmeth seconded by Mr. Schad 
 

WHEREAS, Pursuant to Article V, Title 3, Section 1053 of the Public Authorities Law, 
the Erie County Water Authority (“Authority”) has the authority to contract for expert 
professional services; and 
 

WHEREAS, Article III, Section 6 of the Authority's By-Laws grants to the Authority the 
right to contract for expert professional services; and 
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WHEREAS, The Authority deems it necessary to issue a Request for Proposal (“RFP”) 
to qualified Underwriters for the issuance of bonds; and 

 
WHEREAS, The RFP for Underwriting Services for the issuance of refunding bonds 

will be conducted pursuant to the New York State Finance Law §§ 139-j and 139-k and the 
Authority’s Purchasing Guidelines, Policies and Procedures; and 

 
WHEREAS, Pursuant to an RFP and a Board Resolution, Item 4 of the regular meeting 

of the Authority Board of Commissioner held on May 26, 2016, Capital Market Advisors, LLC 
was retained as the Authority’s provider of Financial Advisory Services: and 

 
WHEREAS, The Authority’s Purchasing Guidelines, Policies and Procedures provides 

for the involvement of the Authority’s consultants in assisting the staff of the Authority in 
soliciting responses to RFP’s and reviewing the subsequently received responses: and 

 
WHEREAS, The Authority’s Finance Committee, at a meeting held on January 11, 2018 

approved a resolution recommending the issuance of an RFP for Underwriting Services; and 
 
WHEREAS, Earl L. Jann, Executive Director and Robert J. Lichtenthal, Jr., Deputy 

Director recommend that the Authority, through it’s financial advisor, Capital Market Advisors, 
LLC issue a RFP to qualified Underwriters for the issuance of refunding bonds: and 
 

WHEREAS, Rick Ganci, Capital Market Advisors, LLC will be the designated contact 
for the project with the adoption of this resolution; and 

 
WHEREAS, The proposals received by the Authority through Capital Market Advisors, 

LLC will be evaluated in accordance with the terms of the RFP, and a professional services 
contract will be negotiated and executed with the successful offerer;  

 
NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED: 

 
 The Authority is hereby authorized to issue a RFP to qualified Underwriters for the 
issuance of bonds through its financial advisor, Capital Market Advisors, LLC. 
 

Ayes: Three; Commrs. Anderson, Schad and Simmeth 
Noes: None 
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ITEM 5 - AUTHORIZATION TO EXECUTE PRELIMINARY UTILITY WORK 

AGREEMENT WITH THE NEW YORK STATE DEPARTMENT OF 
TRANSPORTATION FOR HIGHWAY REHABILITATION PROJECT, NY 
ROUTE 5, SH 5546 AND 5634, KENNEDY AVENUE TO JAYSAN DRIVE 
AND STURGEON POINT ROAD TO WISCONSIN ROAD, TOWN OF 
EVANS, ERIE COUNTY, PROJECT NO. 201700277, IDENTIFIED AS PIN 
NO. 5813.46 

 
Motion by Mr. Simmeth seconded by Mr. Schad 

 
WHEREAS, Russell J. Stoll, Executive Engineer, has advised that the New York State 

Department of Transportation ("NYSDOT") has submitted forms for Preliminary Utility Work 
Agreement for work to be performed on Authority facilities due to the project described as 
Highway Rehabilitation Project, NY Route 5, SH 5546 and 5634, Kennedy Avenue to Jaysan 
Drive and Sturgeon Point Road to Wisconsin Road, Town of Evans, Erie County, identified as 
PIN No. 5813.46; and 
 

WHEREAS, The project requires the adjustment of water valve box elevations per 
contact documents; and 
 

WHEREAS, Russell J. Stoll, Executive Engineer recommends the execution of said 
Preliminary Utility Work Agreement;  
 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED: 
 

That the Chairman, or in his absence the Vice Chairman, is hereby authorized and 
directed to enter into a Preliminary Utility Work Agreement with the NYSDOT for the 
abovementioned project identified as Highway Rehabilitation Project, NY Route 5, SH 5546 and 
5634, Kennedy Avenue to Jaysan Drive and Sturgeon Point Road to Wisconsin Road, Town of 
Evans, Erie County, identified as PIN No. 5813.46, granting the State of New York authority to 
perform the adjustment for the Authority and agreeing to maintain facilities adjusted via State-let 
contract; and be it further 
 

RESOLVED:  That the Secretary is hereby authorized to forward four copies of the 
executed Agreement, along with four certified copies of this resolution to the New York State 
Department of Transportation. 
 

Ayes:  Three; Commrs. Anderson, Schad and Simmeth 
Noes:  None 
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ITEM 6 - AWARD OF CONTRACT TO AMSTAR OF WESTERN NEW YORK, INC. 

FOR CONTRACT NO. W-26A, STORAGE TANK REFURBISHING - 
GROUND, PROJECT NO. 201700100 - $656,100.00 

 
  Motion by Mr. Simmeth seconded by Mr. Schad 
 

WHEREAS, The Erie County Water Authority (Authority) heretofore advertised in the 
Dodge Reports and the NYS Contract Reporter on the 13th day of November, 2017, a notice 
inviting sealed bids or proposals in accordance with Section 1069 of the Public Authorities Law 
for Contract No. W-26A, Storage Tank Refurbishing; and 
 

WHEREAS, Sealed bids or proposals were opened in the office of the Authority on the 
12th day of December, 2017, at 11:00 a.m., local time, and were as follows: 
 

BIDDERS   AMOUNT 
 

Amstar of Western New York, Inc. $  656,100.00 
Worldwide Industries Corp.      836,300.00 
Utility Service Co. Inc.      888,000.00 
Atlas Painting & Sheeting Corp.  1,007,000.00 
Niagara Coatings Services, Inc.  1,033,529.00 
Erie Painting & Maintenance, Inc.  1,234,800.00; and  

 
WHEREAS, The bid bonds have all been approved by Anthony Alessi, Claims 

Representative/Risk Manager; and 
 
WHEREAS, Lavonya Lester, Director of Equal Employment Opportunity, has advised 

that the low bidder, Amstar of Western New York, Inc. has complied with the Authority's 
Affirmative Action Requirements and recommends that they be allowed to proceed with their 
contract based on that fact; and 
 

WHEREAS, Wendel Consulting Engineers,, Russell J. Stoll, Executive Engineer and 
Leonard F. Kowalski, Sr. Distribution Engineer have reviewed the specifications and bids and 
determined that Amstar of Western New York, Inc. is the lowest bidder qualified to perform the 
project and have recommended that a contract be awarded to that firm for the abovementioned 
project;   
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NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED: 
 

That it is hereby determined that Amstar of Western New York, Inc. is the lowest 
responsible bidder for the abovementioned project, and that the Chairman is hereby authorized 
and directed to execute a contract with said contractor for Contract No. W-26A, Storage Tank 
Refurbishing in the total amount of $656,100.00; and be it further 
 

RESOLVED:  Pursuant to New York State Finance Law ∋∋139-j and 139-k and the 
Authority's Purchasing Guidelines, Policies and Procedures with the award and execution by the 
Authority of this contract, the Restricted Period will cease; and be it further 
 

RESOLVED:  That the Secretary is hereby authorized to return to the unsuccessful 
bidders their deposit submitted with their bid to the Authority for the abovementioned project; 
and be it further 
 

RESOLVED:  That the Director of Administration is hereby authorized and directed to 
create a Master Purchase Order for the abovementioned contract. 

 
Ayes:  Three; Commrs. Anderson, Schad and Simmeth 
Noes:  None 

 
ITEM 7 - APPROVAL OF CHANGE ORDER NO. 6 OF KANDEY COMPANY, INC. 

FOR EMERGENCY WATERMAIN REPAIR CONTRACT, AUGUST 1, 2015 
THROUGH JULY 31, 2017, PROJECT NO. 201500031, CONTRACT NO. 15-
11-07 - $168,918.44 

 
Motion by Mr. Simmeth seconded by Mr. Schad                                            

 
WHEREAS, Heretofore and on the 22nd day of July, 2015, the Erie County Water 

Authority ("Authority") entered into a contract with Kandey Company, Inc. for Emergency 
Watermain Repair Contract, August 1, 2015 through July 31, 2017, identified as Contract No. 
15-11-07; and 
 

WHEREAS, Said contractor has submitted Change Order No. 6 to provide for the 
following change: 

 
1.  Lump sum extra to pay for labor and materials associated with the proposed 

replacement of multiple sections of 42” transmission main at the Sturgeon Point Water 
Treatment Plant.  The work period covered is from December 3, 2017 through December 30, 
2017; and 
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WHEREAS, The reason for the above change is because the existing contract does 
contain items for the type of work that is being performed; and 

  
WHEREAS, Russell J. Stoll, Executive Engineer and Leonard F. Kowalski, Sr. 

Distribution Engineer recommend approval of said Change Order No. 6;  
 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED: 
 

That Change Order No. 6 of Kandey Company, Inc. to provide for the abovementioned 
change be approved; and be it further 
 

RESOLVED:  That the Chairman is hereby authorized to execute said Change Order No. 
6 on behalf of the Authority. 
 

Ayes:  Three; Commrs. Anderson, Schad and Simmeth 
Noes:  None 

  
ITEM 8 - AUTHORIZATION TO EXTEND THE CONTRACT WITH JCI JONES 

CHEMICALS, INC. FOR THE FURNISHING AND DELIVERING OF 
LIQUID CHLORINE IN ONE TON CONTAINERS TO THE ERIE COUNTY 
WATER AUTHORITY FOR THE TREATMENT OF WATER FROM 
JANUARY 1, 2016 THROUGH APRIL 30, 2018, PROJECT NO. 201600002, 
IDENTIFIED AS CONTRACT NO. 15-20-12 - $158,700.00 

 
Motion by Mr. Simmeth seconded by Mr. Schad 

 
WHEREAS, Heretofore and on the 3rd December 15 the Erie County Water Authority 

("Authority") entered into a contract with JCI Jones Chemicals, Inc. for the furnishing and 
delivering of liquid chlorine in one ton containers to the Erie County Water Authority for the 
treatment of water from January 1, 2016 through April 30, 2018, identified as Contract No. 15-
20-12; and 

WHEREAS, Pursuant to Paragraph 15 (Grounds For Renewal of Contract) of the 
Agreement Section, if the Authority and Supplier mutually agree to continue this Contract after 
the 30th day of April, 2018, it shall be extended for the term of one year on the same terms and 
conditions provided for in the contract; and  

WHEREAS, JCI Jones Chemicals, Inc. submitted a letter dated December 20, 2017 
requesting a one year extension; and 

 
WHEREAS, John Mogavero, Chemist and Chief WTPO recommends extending the 

agreement for a one year period; and 
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NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED: 
 

That the Authority extends the contract with JCI Jones Chemicals, Inc. for the furnishing 
and delivering of liquid chlorine in one ton containers to the Erie County Water Authority for the 
treatment of water from January 1, 2016 through April 30, 2018, identified as Contract No. 15-
20-12 for a one year period; and be it further 

 
RESOLVED:  That the Chairman is hereby authorized to execute the Contract Extension 

Form submitted. 
 
Ayes: Three; Commrs. Anderson, Schad and Simmeth 
Noes: None 

 
ITEM 9 - RATIFICATION OF THE INSTALLATION OF HYDRANTS AND VALVES 

AND RETIREMENT OF EXISTING HYDRANTS AND VALVES - VARIOUS 
LOCATIONS 

 
Motion by Mr. Simmeth seconded by Mr. Schad 

 
WHEREAS, The Engineering Department of the Erie County Water Authority 

("Authority") advised that hydrants and valves were installed as part of the Authority's program 
to keep pace with improvements in fire fighting technology, as follows: 
 

Replace existing 6” valve at 82 Gates Street, Village of Sloan with a new resilient seat 
valve on 10/12/17.  Work done by ECWA forces under Work Authorization No. 107.200 6974. 
 

Valve originally installed in 1954 was scrapped and retired under Retirement 
Authorization No. 170030; and 
 

WHEREAS, Russell J. Stoll, Executive Engineer ratifies said installations and work; 
 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED: 
 

That the Authority approve the retirement of the abovementioned hydrants and valves at 
the abovementioned locations; and be it further 
 

RESOLVED:  That the installation of the new hydrants and valves in the abovementioned 
locations, as part of the Authority's continuing program to improve its facilities is hereby approved, 
ratified and confirmed. 
 

Ayes:  Three; Commrs. Anderson, Schad and Simmeth 
Noes:  None 
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ITEM 10 - REFUND FOR NEW SERVICE INSTALLATIONS - $41,636.42 
 

Motion by Mr. Simmeth seconded by Mr. Schad 
 

WHEREAS, The Erie County Water Authority ("Authority") has installed new services 
identified on its records by OWIP numbers; and 
 

WHEREAS, Said new services have been completed and the actual cost thereof 
ascertained; and 
 

WHEREAS, The entire actual cost thereof is less than the estimated cost of the new 
services; and 
 

WHEREAS, Karen A. Prendergast, Comptroller, under the date of January 25, 2018, has 
recommended that the following refunds be made as set forth on attached Schedule “A”; 
 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED: 
 

That the Authority repay the difference between the estimated cost of said new services 
and the entire actual costs thereof to the parties and in the amounts hereinafter set forth on 
attached Schedule “A”. 
 

Ayes:  Three; Commrs. Anderson, Schad and Simmeth 
Noes:  None 
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ITEM 11 - AUTHORIZATION FOR RUSSELL STOLL, EXECUTIVE ENGINEER AND 
PAUL WHITTAM, DIRECTOR OF WATER QUALITY TO ATTEND THE 
AWWA 2018 NEW YORK’S WATER EVENT CONFERENCE IN 
SARATOGA SPRINGS, NEW YORK 

 
Motion by Mr. Simmeth seconded by Mr. Schad 
 
WHEREAS, The Erie County Water Authority deems it advisable for Russell Stoll, 

Executive Engineer and Paul Whittam, Director of Water Quality to attend the AWWA 2018 
New York’s Water Event Conference in Saratoga Springs, New York at a total estimated cost of 
$1,800.00; 
 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED: 
 

That Russell Stoll, Executive Engineer and Paul Whittam, Director of Water Quality are 
hereby authorized to travel to Saratoga Springs, New York from April 10, 2018 to April 12, 2018 
to attend the AWWA 2017 New York’s Water Event Conference at a total estimated cost of 
$1,800.00. 
 

Ayes:  Three; Commrs. Anderson, Schad and Simmeth 
Noes:  None 

 
ITEM 12 - Service Connection Work Order List: 
 
 Motion by Mr. Simmeth seconded by Mr. Schad and carried to approve Service 
Connection Work Order Nos. 2018-02 and 2018-03, to Russo Development, Inc. for Service 
Area No. 1 under Contract No. 17-02-01 and to 716 Site Contracting, Inc. for Service Area No. 2 
under Contract No. 17-03-01 and to Kandey Company, Inc. for large services under Contract No. 
17-04-01.  
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Chairman Anderson noted that he received a memo from Bob Lichtenthal and Tony Alessi 
regarding Stray Electric.  He stated that action will be taken regarding this issue and would like 
to have further discussions. 
 
VIII. - ADJOURNMENT 
 
 Motion by Mr. Simmeth, second by Mr. Schad and carried that the meeting adjourn.  
     

       
 

Joseph T. Burns 
Secretary to the Authority 
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